Picture A Town Where Everyone Is Safe
Thank you for your recent contribution to our “Raise the Roof” Campaign. We have reached our goal
of $8,000 and actually have a little extra which will get us the best roof possible, thanks to an anonymous
donor!!!
Our very important Annual Membership campaign is starting. Our membership campaign and
membership dollars is key to keeping our doors open. Approximately 55% of our funding comes
from grants and the government. Membership and events are 45%. Grants and our allotment from the
government changes from year to year. That is why your dollars are so important to us!
What do your dollars buy? With the winter season fast approaching, many in our community live “on
the edge” and the very real hardships they face are heart-breaking. Over the last three years, Beyond Violence has seen a 15% increase in not only the number of women and children who come to stay at the
shelter but also in the direness of their need. You read about them almost every day in our Press Enterprise. The relief these women feel when they arrive and are able to have a safe place to stay is
significant. The decision to leave an abusive situation is not only emotionally difficult but disconnects
them from the little stability they have with schools and family. Often the choice to leave an abusive relationship results in a loss of income and possessions, further complicating the difficult decision to leave.
Your dollars go directly to our shelter expenses, services and programs which in turn help us
keep families in the Berwick community and surrounding area safe and with a chance to live a
nonviolent and secure life.
In addition to the obvious practical benefit of being safe and able to stay in a supportive, stress-free environment, our shelter provides trained staff to help women identify needs and goals, as well as learn how
to access community resources to help them reach those goals. If Beyond Violence did not provide
those services and offer women and their children solid basic alternatives once they leave the shelter,
going back to the abusive situation is sometimes a women’s only option.
Help us say no more to Domestic Violence and consider a donation to Beyond Violence.
Thank you for helping us help those who are victims in our community.
Jennifer Frantz
Executive Director
Fall 2016 Newsletter

Berwick Women’s Shelter —1612 Walnut Street — Berwick, PA 18603
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If we just offered shelter, women may not be able to break the cycle. If
we only offered counseling they would not always succeed. Beyond Violence offers both along with a series of supportive services to help women and their children have a safe haven while finding a permanent place
to live, a job, and the start of financial stability. While this is a wonderful
and much needed service, it is just a band-aid to what our data suggests is
a growing problem within our community.
Feedback from Clients
“I’m a single mom with six kids. We had
24 hours to leave my home and nowhere
to go. If it weren’t for this place (Beyond
Violence) I would have been on the streets
with my children.”

Stephanie Aurand,
Children’s Counselor/Advocate
Gail Bridges,
Administrative Assistant
Marguerita Nimlo,
Overnight Advocate

“I don’t have to fear him (my abuser) now
that I am in a safe place. I know I can do
this by myself now.”

Doris Hines,
Overnight Advocate
Donna Stout,
Night Advocate
Donna Golden,
Night Advocate
Beyond Violence, Inc.,
is a private, nonprofit
organization whose mission is
to eliminate personal and
institutional violence against
women and their children by
providing support and safety to
victims of domestic violence
and their children and to
victims of sexual assault, direct
services, public information,
education, systems advocacy
and social change activities.

Beyond Violence
Providing free, confidential
services to victims of domestic
violence and their children and
victims of sexual assault.
759-0298 (Hotline)staffed 24/7
beyondviolence@verizon.net

“I needed to get away from my abusive
mom so I can stay clean and live my life
clean, sober, and as a productive member
of society. The counselors opened my eyes to
things I was blind to. How to change my
way of thinking, but especially how to
change the way I react to something I really
didn’t like to hear.
My life has changed for the better and I
am finally happy.”
“I have no where else to go with my kids.
I’m a single working mom and I just need
to get ahead a little to help my kids.”

“I’m a single working mom leaving an
abusive relationship. My children and I
had no where to go. They (Beyond Violence) helped me get my children in
child care so I could continue to work
and save for our own place. I never
knew how much help was out there for
me until the counselors sat with me filling out life goals and how to achieve
what I need to do to keep myself and
children safe.”
“I left my abusive partner with nothing
but the clothes on my back. No clothes,
no I.D. and no where to safely rest my
head. Beyond Violence brought me in
and thru other agencies got my I.D. and
social security card replaced for me.
They found jobs that were hiring and
directed me to them. And when it came
time to go to court for my PFA they
went with me making me feel safe
through out the entire process. Using the
savings program Beyond Violence implements I was able to save enough
money for first months rent and security
for my very own place, with a little left
over for necessities.”

“ After several counseling sessions at Beyond Violence I was finally able to stand up
to my abuser. I could tell him how he makes me feel. I refuse to take his abuse anymore and I’m working towards a healthier self-worth.”
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To meet these challenges, Beyond Violence has developed programming specific to
changing times and to meet the needs of women and children in our community.
“Breaking the Cycle” is a program we teach in the Berwick Middle and High
Schools. We also have our child counselor at the school, during school time, to meet
with children in need of our counseling services.
Breaking the Cycle Feedback
“ When all but 3 students in a classroom
raise their hand when asked if they know
someone in an abusive situation, you know
we have a problem.”

“I saw the presentation and have
a friend in a bad place. What can
I do for her?”

“ There’s a bigger problem in the high school
aged students with dating abuse than they let
us know about.”

“ Are you allowed to come here
( school) to talk to me? I think I
may need your help.”

Thank You
Beyond Violence is
tremendously grateful to every
person, community group,
business and church that
supports our work in operating
a shelter in Berwick and
providing 24-hour services to
women and children in need.
Your support sends a strong,
affirmative message to the
victims of domestic violence and
sexual assault in our midst.
Thanks to you, women in crisis
no longer have to choose
between safety and the need to
remain connected to their
support systems within our
community. They no longer
have to leave their jobs, uproot
their children from their
schools and leave their families
in order to get away from their
batterers.

At the Shelter
“ After seeing your presentation I realized
what my mom was doing to me was not right.
I just need someone I can trust to talk to right
Don’t forget to SAVE the date

February 11, 2017
6pm-11pm
Beyond Violence Gala
We're at the Berwick Golf Club this
year!!
LOOKING FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT…..

Bravelets Fundraiser
Be Brave!
Simply go on our web page at
www.beyondviolenceberwick.com
and on the right side under recent
post is the bravelets fundraiser
link.

“ The presentation you showed
almost made me cry and made me
really think about the relationship
I am in.”
Gala Pics

Domestic Violence
Support Group
Thursday evening from 4pm
until 5 pm at the shelter (with
breaks for holidays). Childcare
provided.

We currently need volunteers to staff the
shelter on weekends in
4 hour shifts and to

provide childcare during
weekday business hours and
during Thurs. support groups
Thank you to all of our
dedicated volunteers!
To learn more about support
groups or the next session of
volunteer training, call
759-0298 or email
beyondviolence@verizon.net

Local Business
Support
Local businesses make
donations, give us
discounts, support or offset
expenses for fundraisers,
display collection cans or
posters, and/or participate in
Our Safe Haven Project.
Please support the
businesses that support
Beyond Violence.
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UNICO

CSS

Slavonic
American
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Wish List
Thank you Berwick Health and Wellness Fund for approving a $30,000. grant for our “Parent Counselor”
position. This grant also provides free counseling for the non-offending parent, to help the child and parent
learn the best ways to handle emotional and behavioral issues.
The Berwick Health and Wellness fund is the original and largest fund of the Central Susquehanna
Community Foundation. It’s purpose is to improve the health and welfare of
residents and communities of eastern Columbia and western Luzerne counties.

We appreciate donations of items,
food and clothing for the women and
children. We always put every
donation to good use.
Cleaning Supplies
Diapers & Wipes

NAME_____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE____________________________________________
E-mail ___________________________________________________________
AMOUNT:

Laundry Det.& Fabric Softener
Paper Products (toilet paper,
paper towels, paper plates)
Large Freezer bags
Dish Detergent
Gift Certificates- grocery store
Batteries, all sizes
Women's Hygiene products

________ PLATINUM MEMBERSHIP:

$ 300.00 & above

________ GOLD MEMBERSHIP:

$ 200.00 to $299.00

Body Wash

________ SILVER MEMBERSHIP:

$ 100.00 to $199.00

Large storage bins

________ BRONZE MEMBERSHIP:

$ 50.00 to $99.00

________ OTHER MEMBERSHIP:

$ 25. & under

Shampoo/ Conditioner
Tooth Paste/ Tooth Brushes
Light Bulbs
Towels/Wash cloths
Foil/ Saran wrap
Laundry Baskets
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